Subjects TI to T3 were sibs, two male and one female, from a family of 12, three of whom were OCA2. T4 was a female and T5 a male member of an independent family of seven sibs, three of whom were affected. The age range for subjects Ti to T5 was 18 to 32 years, although a few were uncertain of their exact age. All affected subjects showed the same phenotype with sandy coloured hair and light brown eyes. Their skin was chalky white without naevi and all showed nystagmus and photophobia.
MOLECULAR ANALYSIS
Blood samples from all five OCA2 subjects (Ti to T5) and an obligate carrier, the mother of a young girl with OCA2 attending the local school, were taken and dried on filter paper. PCR analysis using a test designed to detect the 2.7 kb interstitial deletion of the P gene was performed as described previously" on these six subjects and two controls, a homozygote for the deletion allele (CE) and a normally pigmented white subject (LH 
Results

PREVALENCE
The total community in the area numbers some 11 000, bounded by mountains and the lake. A total of 11 OCA2 cases were identified, giving a prevalence of about 1 in 1000 in this community. The affected subjects belonged to five different families. Members of three of these were available for interview. One 10 year old girl was the youngest member of the family, with eight unaffected older sibs, born to normally pigmented carrier parents. In another family, including subjects T4 and T5, there were three affected sibs in the family, with the affected female married to a normally pigmented male from the community and having two unaffected children. In the other there were three members with OCA2 (TI to T3) in a large family of 12 children. None of these people was married. Both of these families reported that there had been cases others wore protective clothing, being dressed in shorts or dresses. All had sunburn and sun induced skin lesions. The young girl of school going age was attending the local primary school and clearly received support from her teachers, although she had no aids of any kind to help improve her poor vision. The adults interviewed were all living at home and being supported by their extended families. The teachers at the local school reported that albinism was still considered a curse in this area and evidence of "marital misdemeanour".
Discussion
Members of the Tonga ethnic group, belonging to the Bantu speaking Negroid people, live in the Zambezi valley where they survive on fishing in the nearby lake and tilling crops. The area is geographically isolated as it is bounded by mountains and the lake. The prevalence of OCA2 reported here, 1 in 1000, is about four times higher than that for the country as a whole, 1 left with the subjects, the local school, and at the clinic. The belief that albinism is a curse is a further burden the OCA2 families had to bear. The notion that the mother had been unfaithful was an explanation to account for the appearance of a baby differing so markedly in appearance from either parent. The presence of women with OCA2 having normally pigmented babies appeared not to counter this myth. Although albinism was considered a curse, those with OCA2 were living with and being supported by members of their extended families.
There was clearly a need for affected subjects to be alerted to the health facilities that were available and to have information about albinism to enable them to manage and to understand their condition better.
Special thanks are due to the families with OCA2 who participated so willingly in this project and to the school and clinic staff who assisted.
